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Eternal Father to live forever in His presence. The Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Rochester, in union with our Holy Father, Pope Francis, and the Universal Church and all 
people who know and cherish goodness, gives thanks to God for the life of His Holiness, 
Pope Benedict XVI, and for his burning desire and Petrine tenacity to serve Christ's 
Bride, the Church, and her Founder, Christ the Lord, in charity and in faith, with little 
concern for the glory of this world, but rather fixing his eyes upon the glory of eternity! 
We will continue to be inspired by his teachings so brilliantly presented by one who 
spent his entire life in pursuit of the Truth according to his motto, "Cooperatores 

Veritatis," "Cooperators of the Truth." 

We also continue to pray for His Holiness, Pope Francis, who shared that special 
bond with Benedict XVI as brothers in the Petrine Office. May the Lord sustain Pope 
Francis as he continues to serve the People of God with love, fidelity and devotion to Our 
Lord, Jesus Christ. 

On a more personal note, approximately one hour after the announcement of the 
election of Pope Benedict XVI to the Chair of Peter on April 19, 2005, I entered the Co
Cathedral of Saint Joseph in Burlington, Vermont, to be ordained a Bishop. I spoke of 
this memorable occasion at my first visit with His Holiness in September 2005. It is a 
moment that I will never forget as he seemed genuinely pleased that we shared such 
joyous occasions on the same day. 

I ask all our parishes, schools and diocesan agencies to join in prayer for the 
repose of the soul of Benedict XVI with special Masses and including his name in all the 
prayers of the faithful during this time of mourning. I will offer a Solemn Mass for our 
deceased Holy Father Emeritus on Wednesday, January 4, 2023, at 7:00 p.m., at the 

Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in Rochester. I pray that all our parishes, schools and 
diocesan agencies will be represented at this Solemn Mass. 

Begging the intercession of Our Mother, Mary, whose Solemnity we are soon to 
celebrate honoring her as the Mother of God, we commend the soul of Benedict XVI to 
the mercy of God. May his noble soul and all the souls of the faithful departed, through 
the mercy of God rest in peace. 

Given from the aula of the Chancery Offices of the Diocese of Rochester on this 
thirty-first day of December, in the Year of Our Lord two thousand and twenty-two, and 
to which I herewith affix my signature and place upon it the seal of the Diocese of 
Rochester. 

The Most Reverend Salvatore R. Matano 

Bishop of Rochester 


