
 

What are the rules regarding a “eulogy” at the Funeral Mass? 
 Eulogies (reminiscing and toasting speeches) are not allowed during a 

Funeral Mass. 

 One person may give a brief reflection, called “Words of Remembrance” 

 “Words of Remembrance” revolve around God’s action in the life of the 

deceased and how God’s blessings have enriched the world through that 

person’s life. 

 

What is acceptable in the “Words of Remembrance”? 

 How the deceased most resembled Christ: 

o In his/her relationship with others 

o In his/her living of Christian virtue 

o In his/her suffering 

o In his/her faith in God’s concern for all people 

 The deceased’s 

o Prayer and fidelity to the sacraments 

o Service to the Church 

o Fidelity to relationships and commitments made in faith 

 

What is not acceptable in the “Words of Remembrance” 

 Crude or profane language 

 Actions that would not be included in the Holy Mass 

 The “life story” of the deceased 

 A list of their accomplishments or hobbies 

 This is not about the person who is giving the reflection, it is about 

how the deceased reflected their faith and God’s presence in his/her life. 

 

How long is the reflection, “Words of Remembrance”? 

 One person may give the “Words of Remembrance” 

 “Words of Remembrance” are to be no longer than 3 minutes 

 “Words of Remembrance” are to be written and no longer than one 

double-spaced typed page 

 “Words of Remembrance” should be practiced prior to the liturgy 

 “Words of Remembrance” serve as an introduction to the liturgy, and are 

not to be the main focus, which is rather God’s love and victory over 

death.  A Vigil is another opportunity to speak about the person’s life. 
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To your Family from the Pastoral Staff of St. Louis Church 

 Please accept our condolences and prayers as you mourn the death of 

your loved one.  We pray God’s consoling presence will bring peace into 

your grief, and assist as you carry out the sacred task of planning the Funeral 

in the tradition of the Catholic faith.  This booklet is to guide you, under the 

direction of the pastor and staff, to develop the Funeral Liturgy with the 

proper reverence to God, commending your loved one to God with fitting 

memories, prayers, music and ritual in accordance with our Catholic faith. 

 

What is the purpose of the Rites in the Order of Christian Funerals? 

 To offer worship, praise and thanksgiving to God for the gift of life 

which has now been returned to God 

 To commend the dead to God’s merciful love 

 To ask for the forgiveness of their sins 

 To recognize and affirm the spiritual bond between the living and dead, 

and affirm that all will be raised and reunited in heaven 

 To minister to and comfort all with the Word of God, sacred music, 

prayer and the Sacrament of the Eucharist 

 

What are the “rites” in the Order of Christian Funerals 

 Vigil and Related Optional Rites and Prayers 

 Funeral Mass 

 Rite of committal 

 

What is the Vigil? 

 The Vigil is a service which may be celebrated between the time of death 

and the funeral or, if there is no funeral, before the Committal 

 The ministry of the Church at this time is to accompany the mourners 

immediately following the death 

 The Vigil may be celebrated in the home of the deceased, the funeral 

home or other suitable place prior to the Funeral Mass 

 The Vigil consists of the Liturgy of the Word and prayer of intercession. 

 

What are the related rites and prayers? 

 These optional rites and prayers are to help the family and close friends 

in the period soon after death 

o Prayers after Death 

o Gathering in the Presence of the Body 

o Transfer of the Body to the Church or Place of Committal 

What is the purpose of the Mass of Christian Burial? 

As the central rite in the Order of Christian Funerals, the Mass of Christian 

Burial is: 

 To liturgically give thanks with the Christian community for the life of 

the deceased 

 To praise and thank God for Christ’s victory over death and sin 

 To commend the deceased to God’s mercy and compassion 

 To discover in the dying and rising of Jesus the future God intends for 

the deceased 

 

What is the structure and content of the Mass of Christian Burial? 

 Reception of the Body 

 Celebration of the Liturgy of the Word 

 Liturgy of the Eucharist 

 Final Commendation and Farewell 

 

What is the Rite of Committal? 

 The conclusion of the Funeral Rites 

 Final act of the community in caring for the body of its deceased member 

 Whenever possible, to be celebrated at place of committal 

 

Who chooses the readings for the Funeral Mass? 

 The deceased may have had specific scriptures readings they found 

comforting during their life, or may have pre-planned their Funeral 

 The family may be knowledgeable regarding scripture or may have a 

preference of appropriate scripture 

 There is a funeral book resource with suggested readings 

 The pastoral staff may do the planning if the family prefers 

 
Are there certain rules regarding the choice of music for the Funeral Mass? 

 Music selections must be appropriate for worship, of a sacred nature, and 

approved by the pastor (strictly secular music is not appropriate during 

the Funeral Mass) 

 Musicians and vocalist must be approved by the Music Director 

 Sung Mass responses will be that of the tradition of the parish 

 

Can our “family priest/deacon” participate at the Funeral Mass? 

A priest or deacon who is not assigned to St. Louis Church may participate 

in the Funeral Mass, though permission from the pastor should be obtained in 

advance 


